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INTRODUCTION 

 
Welcome to Miami-Dade County.  The County is home to 35 towns and cities ranging from the City of Miami itself with a 
population of 407,000 and an area of 27 square miles (70 sq km) to Indian Creek Village with a population of less than 100 
and an area of about one square mile (2.6 sq km).  The County itself has a population of 2.5 million and an area of 1,946 
square miles (3,132 sq km), making it as large as the State of Delaware, or twice the size of Luxemberg.  The population is 
62.4% Hispanic, 19.5% African-American (non-hispanic) and 17.8% non-hispanic whites. 
 
Some of the best known cities in the County are: The cities of Miami, Miami Beach, Coral Gables and Hialeah.  Many 
people incorrectly believe that Fort Lauderdale is located in Miami-Dade County, but it is actually some 40 miles (65 km) 
North of the City of Miami, in Broward county. 
 
The primary Police agency in the County is the Miami-Dade Police Department (MDPD), which is also the Miami-Dade 
Sheriff’s Office.  The constitution of the State of Florida mandates that each County shall have a Sheriff, and that he/she 
shall be the Senior Law Enforcement Officer in the County.  Municipalities are authorized to form their own Police 
Departments, but they still remain subordinate to the orders of the Sheriff.  MDPD has approximately 4700 employees, both 
sworn and non-sworn.  Twenty-four towns and cities have their own Police Departments.  The remaining eleven towns and 
cities contract with MDPD for Police Services.  All of the municipal Police Departments receive some services from MDPD.  
Altogether there are more than 50 local, County, State and Federal Police agencies operating in the County. 
 
Miami-Dade County and Monroe County (The Florida Keys) are Region 43 of the United States Section, International Police 
Association. 
 
Region 43 is the third largest region in the US, with between 400 and 500 members.  We receive more than 1000 IPA 
visitors every year that we are aware of.  Many more visit without notifying us, so we do not know how many actual IPA 
visitors come to the Miami-Dade area each year.  Of the 1000 visitors we are aware of, some 250 to 300 request some 
assistance from our Region.  We are happy to assist any IPA member within the limitation of our abilities, but with limited 
resources, we are not always able to fulfill all requests, just as is the case with many of your home Sections.  The earlier 
you contact us, the more likely it is that we will be able to make arrangements to assist you.  Due to security measures 
implemented after the attacks on Sept 11, 2001, it is particularly difficult to set up tours of Police facilities and ride-alongs, 
but it can be arranged if you follow the procedures set out later in this document.  The departments have granted some 
special priveleges to IPA members.  But due to the resources that they dedicate to helping our members, it is essential that 
if you are scheduled for a tour or ride along, you either show up or notify us well in advance if some major problem arises 
that prevents your participation.  The agencies have advised us that if there are too many “No Shows”, we will lose the 
privelege of special treatment for tours and ride-alongs.  We also request that you send us a short write-up and pictures, if 
you are permitted to take them, of your ride-along experience for publication in our newsletter. 
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THINGS TO DO IN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 

 
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 

 
BEACHES 

 
There are many beaches in Miami-Dade County.  If you are staying at a beach-front hotel in Miami Beach, your hotel will 
most likely have a beach of it’s own.  If you are staying in a hotel that does not have a beach, there are a few public access 
beaches located at: 
 

1. Haulover Park, Route A1A (Collins Ave) North of Bal Harbor. 

2. Indian Beach Point, Collins Ave between 44th and 49th Streets Miami Beach. 

3. South Beach, Ocean Drive, Miami Beach, from 5th Street to the South end of the island.  This beach is very 

popular with young adults, but may not be suitable for families at some times. 

4. Crandon Park Beach, located on Key Biscayne, a short trip over the Rickenbacker Causeway after Virginia Key. 

5. The Florida Keys,  The Keys are in effect one long beach.  If you travel this way there are many good (and a lot 

of too rocky) beaches, but not really worth a special trip just to go to the beach unless you want to visit John 
Pennekamp State Park on Key Largo.  The park is famous for it’s diving and snorkling. 
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POINTS OF INTEREST 
 

IN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 
 

Prices and operating hours for many attractions change for various reasons, including the season.  Please contact 
the web-sites shown for more information as well as prices and operating hours. 
 
NOTE: Addresses in the unincorporated areas list Miami, as their city, even though they may be miles outside the 
city limits. 
 

Vizcaya Museum and Gardens:  3251 South Miami Avenue, Miami:  This is an Italian villa that was purchased 

by John Deering, an early Miami Pioneer, prior to the first World War.  Deering had the building dismantled and 
shipped to Miami where it was rebuilt.  He used it as his winter home until 1923.  The Villa and it’s extensive formal 
gardens are now a museum operated by Miami-Dade County.  www.vizcayamuseum.org 
 

Miami Museum of Science and Planetarium:  Located directly across South Miami Avenue West of 

Vizcaya.  www.miamisci.org/www/prices.html 
 

The Miami Seaquarium:  Located at 4400 Rickenbacker Causeway on Virginia Key.  This is a 38 acre site with 

marine and aquatic displays, porpoise shows and many other family attractions.  www.miamiseaquarium.com 

 

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens:  10900 Old Cutler Road, Coral Gables.  A large exhibit of tropical 

plants, flowers and trees.  www.fairchildgarden.com 
 

Coral Castle and Museum:  28655 South Dixie Highway.  This is a monument built of gigantic pieces of coral 

rock by Edward Leedskalnin out of unrequited love after being jilted by his fiancee the day before their wedding.  It 
took the 100 lb man 28 years to build this 11,000 ton edifice and is sometimes called the stonehenge of the US, 
although there is really no comparison.  www.coralcastle.com/ 
 

Jungle Island (formerly Parrot Jungle): 1111 Parrot Jungle Trail, on the MacArthur Causeway between 

Miami and South Beach.  A display of more than 1100 species of avian creatures.  www.jungleisland.com 

 
 

http://www.vizcayamuseum.org/
http://www.miamisci.org/www/prices.html
http://www.miamiseaquarium.com/
http://www.fairchildgarden.com/
http://www.coralcastle.com/
http://www.jungleisland.com/
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Miami Children’s Museum:  980 MacAuthur Causeway.  Children’s Art. www.miamichildrensmuseum.org/ 

 

Duck Tours:  1661 James Avenue Miami Beach.  A tour of Biscayne Bay seeing many of the homes of the rich 

and famous in a World War II amphibious truck (DUKW).  www.ducktourssouthbeach.com/ 
 

Monkey Jungle:  14805 SW 216 Street Miami.  A large scale display of many varieties and species of monkeys.  

A bit expensive at $30.00 for adults, but interesting for animal lovers.  www.monkeyjungle.com/ 
 

Zoo Miami:  12400 SW 152 Street, Miami.  A 600 animal zoo plus indoor aquarium.  www.zoomiami.org 

 

Everglades National Park:  Everglades National Park occupies the Gulf Coast of Florida from just South of 

Homestead to Florida’s West Coast near Marco Island.  It extends North to US 41, also known as the Tamiami Trail 
and SW 8th Street.  It is a treasure trove of exotic plants and wild-life.   
 
There are two main accesses to the Park.  The first begins at State Road 9336 in Florida City, the southernmost city 
in Miami-Dade County.  The road leads about halfway across the park, terminating at “Flamingo”.  Along the way are 
several spots where you can walk a short distance into the park and see various sights.  The round trip from Miami is 
more than 150 miles (240 km), and will take most of a day. 
 
The second option is the Shark Valley entrance to the park.  It is located 35 miles (56 km) West of Downtown Miami 
on US 41.  It is a 14 mile (23 km) loop out into the Everglades.  You may walk all or part of the loop, rent a bicycle 
and ride the loop, or have a guided tour by tram.  Everything that you can see on the long route, can also be seen 
here.  There is an abundence of wildlife (lots of alligators) and plant-life.  It is also adjacent to the Miccosukee Indian 
Village and several commercial airboat ride attractions. 
 

Miccosukee Indian Village:  Located 1 mile (1½ km) West of Shark Valley, at mile marker 70.   There is an 

exhibition of Miccosukee culture and living, along with an alligator wrestling show. 
 

Golf:  There are many private golf courses in Miami-Dade County open to the public and country clubs that require 

invitation by a member.  The County owned golf course is Crandon Park Golf Course. www.crandongolfclub.com/ 
 

Deep Sea Fishing Charters:  Trailer Jailer Charters.  Owned and operated by IPA member Mickey Brelsford, 

former Commander of the Miami-Dade Police Department Marine Patrol.  Call 786 298-6267 to make a reservation 
or go to www.trailerjailer.com for more information and prices. 

  

http://www.miamichildrensmuseum.org/
http://www.ducktourssouthbeach.com/
http://www.monkeyjungle.com/
http://www.zoomiami.org/
http://www.crandongolfclub.com/
http://www.trailerjailer.com/
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ATTRACTIONS IN THE FLORIDA KEYS AND KEY WEST, THE SOUTHERNMOST 
CITY IN THE CONTINENTAL USA 

 
Old Town Trolley Tours:  Malory Square, Key West  www.trollytours.com 

 
Conch Tour Train: 303 Front Street in Mallory Square, Key West www.conchtourtrain.com 

 

Harry S Truman Little White House:  111 Front Street, Key West.  This was Harry Truman’s vacation retreat 

while he was President of the US. www.trumanlittlewhitehouse.com 
 

Mel Fisher Treasure Museum:  200 Green Street, Key West.  Much of the “booty” recovered from the “Atocha” 

and ”Santa Margarita” treasure galleons.  www.melfisher.org 
 

Key West Shipwreck Treasure Museum:  1 Whitehead Street, Key West.  Re-creation of an old ship 

wreckers warehouse.  www.keywestshipwreck.com  
 

Dry Tortugas National Park and Fort Jefferson, Catamaran tour:  Fort Jefferson is a 19th century fort 

designed to protect approaches to the US coast.  It is located in the “Dry Tortugas” and makes a beautiful day trip.  
The tour Office is located at 240 Margaret Street, Key West.  www.yankeefreedom.com 
 

Ernest Hemingway’s Home in Key West:  The home where writer Ernest Hemingway lived in Key West. 

www.hemingwayhome.com/ 
 

Sloppy Joe’s Bar:  201 Duval Street, Key West.  This is not the original Sloppy Joe’s where Ernest Hemingway 

was a regular patron when he lived there, but the owners bought the name, and it is now a big party spot in Key 
West. 

 
Captain Tony’s Saloon:  428 Greene Street, Key West.  This is the actual bar, formerly named “Sloppy Joe’s” 

where Hemingway took his evening libations on a regular basis. 
 

Irish Kevin’s Bar: 211 Duvall Street, Key West.  The oldest and rowdiest of the three Irish Bars in Key West. 

 

http://www.trollytours.com/
http://www.conchtourtrain.com/
http://www.trumanlittlewhitehouse.com/
http://www.melfisher.org/
http://www.keywestshipwreck.com/
http://www.yankeefreedom.com/
http://www.hemingwayhome.com/
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Sunset Ceremony at Mallory Square:  Each evening crowds gather in a sort of “Street Fair” at Mallory 

Square, waiting for the sunset, which is usually spectacular in Key West, and hoping to see the legendary “Green 
Flash” 
 
There are too many local attractions along the Keys to mention all of them here.  The drive is spectacular 
 
 

SHOPPING 

 
There are dozens of major shopping malls in Miami-Dade County.  No matter where you are, you won’t be far from 
one of them.  There are a few who deserve special mention. 
 

Dolphin Mall and International Mall:  Located just North of State Road 836 (Dolphin Expressway) in West 

Dade, Dolphin Mall the newest and largest in Miami-Dade and is ½ mile West of International Mall.  To get to either 
one, take SR 836 West and exit at NW 107 Avenue.  Go North.  International Mall is directly in front of you on your 
right.  Make a left turn at either the first or second traffic light and go ½ mile West to Dolphin Mall, 11401 NW 12 
Steet, Miami. 
 

Aventura Mall:  19501 Biscayne Boulevard, Aventura.  In the Northeast corner of the County. 

 

Sawgrass Mills: Although not actually in Miami-Dade County, it is a popular destination for Miami-Dade 

shoppers.  It is the largest Mall in Florida and has many factory outlet stores.  Take I-75 North from Miami (I-75 can 
be accessed from the Palmetto Expressway (SR826) or the Florida Turnpike (SR821).  At Exit 19, go North on the 
Sawgrass Expressway (SR 869), take Exit 1 and turn right (East).  Follow the signs to the Mall.  Sawgrass Mills has 
more than 300 retail stores, plus restaurants and other attractions. 
 
Other Malls in the Miami-Dade area are:  Bayside Marketplace, Cutler Ridge Mall, Dadeland Mall, The Falls, Lincoln 
Road Mall, Mall of the Americas, Westland Mall and The Mall at 163d Street.  There are many others, but these are 
the biggest. 
 

SHOPPING IN KEY WEST 

 
Most of the interesting shopping in Key West is located along the length of Duval Street 
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DINING 
 
Miami-Dade County has a definite Latin flavor.  Small local restaurants abound, mainly Cuban, but representing 
many other Latin-American cultures as well.  They may be really great, or not so great, like the restaurants in any 
major city. Don’t let this discourage you from trying a local restaurant, as they can be quite good as well. There is a 
chain of restaurants specializing in Cuban food with 8 locations throughout central Miami-Dade, “La Caretta”.  
Locations can be found at www.lacarreta.com/  Must try item: Cuban Coffee, thick like Turkish coffee, but very sweet.  
It is served in cups a quarter the size of a demi-tasse.   
 
There is a good guide to restaurants of all types in the telephone book.  Some American favorites are Chinese food 
and Pizza.  Stay away from the chain restaurants in the Pizza catagory as they can be very bland and uninteresting. 
 

For Breakfast, we recommend one of the many “Denny’s” or “IHOP” restaurants.  Although they are chains, they 

serve a good American-style breakfast.  Locations can be found in the telephone book. 
 
On Miami Beach, the News Café www.newscafe.com/ comes highly recommended. 
 

Bar-Be-Que (BBQ):  Perhaps the best BBQ ribs in the US are found at the “Pit” BBQ located on US 41 (SW 8th 

Street/Tamiami Trail) 4 miles West of the Florida Turnpike on the South side of the road. It’s a great place to stop 
after a morning, or before an afternoon, at Shark Valley and the Miccosukee Indian village. 
 

Deluxe Dining$$$:  Americans are steak lovers.  In addition to the many fine steakhouses listed in the telephone 

book, there are also a few super good (unfortunately also super expensive) steakhouses in Miami Dade County. 
 
Cristy’s:  3101 Ponce de Leon, Coral Gables.  This is a First Class restaurant in the European Style.  The steaks 
are legend and always perfectly prepared to your instructions.  The service is magnificent.  It is where I take my 
family members on truly special occasions.  The downside is that dinner with a drink before and a medium bottle of 
wine with dinner, will run in the area of $250 for two people.  If you love good dining, it is worth it.  
www.cristysrestaurant.com/  or call 305 446-1400 for reservations. 
 
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse: At the corner of Aragon and Salzedo Streets in Coral Gables, one block North of Miracle 
Mile (SW 22d Street).  This retaurant takes second place against Cristy’s in all facets, however is just a little less 
expensive as well.  www.ruthschris.com/steakhouse/3823/coral-gables or call 305 461-8360 for reservations. 
 
 

http://www.lacarreta.com/
http://www.newscafe.com/
http://www.cristysrestaurant.com/
http://www.ruthschris.com/steakhouse/3823/coral-gables%20or%20call%20305%20461-8360
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Texas de Brazil: Dolphin Mall, 11401 NW 12th Street Miami  and  300 Alton Road Miami Beach.  Although this is 

not truly a steakhouse, but a “churrascaria” or Brazilian BBQ restaurant, it’s emphasis on meat makes it fit well into 
the genre.  The basic meal is a “prix-fixe” of $50 per person.  First course is a salad and hors d’oeurve bar with 
literally hundreds of items that could make a major meal by themselves.  For the main course, bowls of garlic 
mashed potatoes, a vegetable and bread are put on the table.  Then immediately the gauchos (waiters) start bringing 
to your table, different varieties and preparations of beef, pork, sausage and other meats still on the skewer and hot 
from the BBQ grill.  You select what and how much you want.  They will continue to bring more meat untill you turn 
over the disc located at each diner’s place so that the red side is up.  When you are ready for more, turn it back to 
green side up and they will start up again.  There is no limit to how much you can have.  With drinks, wine and tip, 
you can expect to pay about $100 per person.  www.texasdebrazil.com 
 
 

DINING IN KEY WEST 

 
Key West has a lot of restaurants.  Most of them are good, and the island is small enough that you can get a good 
look at many of them just by walking around the downtown area. 
 
A couple of the interesting ones are: 
 

Breakfast:  Croissants de France, 816 Duval Street, Key West.  Here you can get a real continental 

breakfast or something more substantial. 
 

Cheeseburger in Paradise: 217 Duval Street Key West.  This is the chain started by singer Jimmy Buffet.  

Interesting ambiance and large portions of good basic American food, burgers and such.  Try the volcano nachos. 
  

http://www.texasdebrazil.com/
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WHERE TO STAY 

 
There are many good national hotel chains that are reasonably priced.  Some examples are Day’s Inn, Ramada Inn, 
Holiday Inn, Quality Inn, and many more.  Generally the locations that are further out of town are less expensive.  
Locations near downtown or on Miami Beach are usually quite expensive, comparable with major hotels in London, 
Paris or Berlin. 
 
You will save a lot of money by booking one of these hotels online from Europe.  With the strength of the euro and 
pound against the dollar, you will save a lot, in addition to avoiding service charges and bank fees. 
 
There are several hotels that offer IPA discounts, or are particularly good bargains.  They are: 
 

Candlewood Suites:  8855 NW 27 Street, Miami FL 33172  Phone:   305 591-9099  FAX 305 591-4117 

Special IPA rate starting from $109 to $129 per night in season or during special events.  $69 to $99 out of season 
and weekends.  Must make direct contact with General Sales Manager, Mrs Haydee Leto at Candlewood Suites for 
availability; advise that you are an IPA member and tell her Jerry from IPA sent you. 
 

Miami Beach Int’l Travelers’ Hostel: 236 9th Street, Miami Beach, FL 33139.  Price for 5 nights for 2 

persons, Approximately $442, Private room with several beds.  Phone 305 534-0268 www.hostelworld.com Select 
Miami International Hostel.  E-mail hostelmiamibeach@yahoo.com  
 

RIU Florida Beach Hotel: 3131 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach FL 33139.  General Manager Mrs. Joana Tormo, 

Tel: 305 673-5333,  Fax: 305 673-9335  www.riu.com  or hotel.floridabeach@riu.com  Each year Region 43 hosts a 
large group of German IPA visitors.  This hotel has been their hotel of choice for many years. 
 

Suez Oceanfront Resort:  18218 Collins Ave, Miami Beach FL 33160  Phone: 305 932-0661 or 800 327-5278 

Fax 305 937-5278  www.suezresort.com  
 

Hampton Inn:  8200 SW70 Ave, Miami, FL 33143 (Kendall/Dadeland).  Phones: 305 296-0072 and 305 269-1060.  

Luis Sanchez, Director of Sales, has given us corporate rates of $124.00 in high season and $104.00 in low season.  
Transportation from and to Miami International Airport included 

  

http://www.hostelworld.com/
mailto:hostelmiamibeach@yahoo.com
http://www.riu.com/
mailto:hotel.floridabeach@riu.com
http://www.suezresort.com/
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WHERE TO STAY IN THE KEYS 

 
Hotels are extremely expensive in Key West.  It is better to stay outside of the City of Key West in the middle or lower 
keys and commute to Key West.  Parking is at a premium in the city.  Bring a lot of 25¢ pieces for the parking meters. 
 

Paradise Lodging: 31316 Avenue J, Big Pine Key FL 33034  Phone 305 872-9009 joankeys@aol.com 

Discount 22.5% off regular cost for IPA Members.  Joan’s husband, George Thoman, is an IPA member and retired 
Long Island, New York, Police Officer. 
 

Sombrero Resort & Lighthouse Marina:  Sombrero Boulevard, Marathon FL 33139  Phone 305 743-2250  

www.fl-web.com/sombrero  Special IPA rate 20% off, based on availability. 
 

 
TRANSPORTATION 

 
Public transportation is very poor in Miami-Dade County.  There is only one light rail system and it only serves two of 
the attractions listed in this guide, Viscaya and The Museum of Science.  It does not serve any of the recommended 
accomodations in this guide.  There is bus service throughout the County, but except for the routes taking 
commuters to work in the downtown area and service along Miami Beach, it is slow and requires multiple bus 
changes.  Seeing the attractions that one could see in one day by car would take a week by bus. 
 
To get from place to place it is necessary to have a car.  If you don’t have a local member showing you around, you 
will need a rental car.  The IPA does not have any arrangement with any of the car rental companies at this time, and 
like hotels, it is best to book your car rental before leaving on your vacation. 

  

mailto:joankeys@aol.com
http://www.fl-web.com/sombrero
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I.P.A. EVENTS 

 
Region 43 has 3 regular meetings each year.  They are held the last Thursday of the month in the Fall, Winter and 
Spring, at the Dade County Police Benevolent Association Hall, 10680 NW 25 Street, Miami FL.  The month may 
vary depending on events scheduled by the National Office and the availability of Region officers.  Beer and pizza 
are provided for the social hour preceding the meeting. 
 
We hold a members’ appreciation brunch at the Miami Elks’ Lodge, 10301 SW 72 Street, Miami, FL on a Saturday 
late in January. 
 
In March or April we have a members’ family picnic at the US Coast Guard Communications Station at 16001 SW 
117 Avenue, Miami Florida, with many foreign visitors attending. 
 
In July, we hold a Region 43 Anniversary Gala at a location to be announced. 
 
IPA visitors and their families are welcome at all these events.  If you think that you will be in the area for one of them 
and want to attend, contact us at region43@ipa-usa.org for more information. 
 
 

VISITING POLICE FACILITIES 
 
 
The Miami-Dade Police Department and the City of Miami Police Department have traditionally been amenable to 
allowing visits and ride-alongs by IPA Members.  After the events of 9/11, federal, state and local security measures 
have made these visits more difficult to arrange, but if you follow the correct procedures it can usually be done. 
 
If you want to ride along with a police unit on duty or visit one or more of the many police facilities throughout the 
County, you must make the request at least 30 days in advance.  The request should be directed to:     
region43@ipa-usa.org or gar_mia@yahoo.com .  Your request must state what kind of facility you want to visit: a 
District Station, the Headquarters Building, the Communications Center, the Training Bureau or some other type of 
unit. 
 
 
 

mailto:region43@ipa-usa.org
mailto:region43@ipa-usa.org
mailto:gar_mia@yahoo.com


13 
 

For those fans of “CSI Miami”, the building shown on TV is located at 14600 Aviation Boulevard, Hawthorne, 
California where the program is filmed.  It is the headquarters of the Federal Aviation Agency Employee’s Credit 
Union.  The producers only film a few large exterior shots in Florida each year, then go home to California to finish 
production.  Tours of the actual Miami-Dade Crime Laboratory Bureau and Crime Scene Bureau are given only the 
last Thursday of the month. 
 
You must include in your request: 
 
The exact date and time (Morning, Afternoon or Midnight (Midnight for ride-alongs only)) that you want to visit or ride. 
 
Your full name exactly as it  appears on your passport. 
 
You must send copies of the following documentation: 
 
Your Police Identification card or documents. 
 
Your IPA membership card or IPA passport, whichever your National Section Issues. 
 
If you are scheduled for a visit or ride-along, it is essential that you actually show up at the appointed time and place.  
Units often have to re-schedule employees to insure that there are qualified people available to escort you.  The 
Union contract requires that the employees be notified at least two weeks in advance.  Like all Public Safety 
Organizations, the Departments are often short handed and re-scheduling officers may cause manpower problems.  
The Departments are willing to work around these problems if the visitor actually follows through with his visit, but 
due to several “no-shows”, they have advised us that our favored status in setting up visits could be revoked in the 
future. 
 
Dress code for ride-alongs and visits is smart casual.  (Please do not wear shorts or tee shirts.)  If you are allowed to 
take pictures, we request that you send Region 43 copies of the pictures for our newsletter and archives. 
 
If you have been unable to follow these procedures and time lines, sometimes it is possible to walk in and visit some 
of the smaller Police Departments on your own.  The IPA has no arrangements with these Departments and you 
cannot be guaranteed that they will be able or willing to accommodate you. 
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FLORIDA ATTRACTIONS OUTSIDE OF REGION 43 

 

Fort Lauderdale, The Palm Beaches, Hollywood (Florida)  and Pompano Beach are located in 

Region 11 IPA-USA.  For information or assistance in these areas, contact:  Dirk Lowrey, 3d VP Region 11 IPA-USA 
dlowry137@comcast.net 
  
Ft. Lauderdale is 35 miles (56 km) North of Miami, Palm Beach is 90 miles (145 km) North of Miami, so it is not very 
convenient to commute to attractions in the Miami-Dade area if you are staying in these cities and vice versa. 
 

Fort Myers, Naples, Sanibel Island and Marco Island are also in Region 11, but are located on the West 

Coast of Florida on the Gulf of Mexico.  They are 100 to 150 miles (160 to 240 KM) West of Miami. 
 
 

Orlando, Disney World, Universal Studios and Sea World:  These attraction are located in Central 

Florida, in Region 39 of IPA-USA.  They are 250 miles (400 km) from Miami.  Although some local residents get up at 
3 in the morning and make the 5 hour drive to the theme parks, returning at 2 or 3 am the following morning, it is not 
really feasible to see them that way.  Disney World alone takes 4 or 5 days to fully explore.  It is recommended that 
you plan to stay in the Orlando/Kissimmee area to see the parks.  The IPA “Incoming Visitor Coordinator” for Region 
39 is: Larry Kiceina ipacowboy@yahoo.com  Larry has an excellent guide to attractions in the Region 39 area that he 
will be happy to send to you on request. 

  

mailto:dlowry137@comcast.net
mailto:ipacowboy@yahoo.com
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TIPS FOR TRAVELERS 

 
Tipping and Service Charges:  Unlike the European custom, Service Charges or Tips are rarely added to 

your bill in a restaurant, bar or café.  Some restaurants add a service charge for large groups, and very few add the 
tip to all bills.  Examine your bill carefully.  If there is no specific line labelled service charge, then you are expected to 
leave an additional tip.  In a self-service-restaurant, there is often a “Tip Jar” left on the counter for tipping the counter 
people.  Very few people leave anything in these jars, however some do toss in the small change from their 
purchase.  In a restaurant, leaving a penny, or a few coins rather than a full tip is a message to the server that you 
are very dissatisfied with the service.  Leaving no tip is better than a dime or a quarter for a $10 meal.   Americans tip 
from 10% for satisfactory service to 20% for Superior service. 
 

Taxis:  Miami-Dade County has many recent immigrants working as cab drivers.  There are little or no qualifications 

for driving a taxi other than a commercial driver’s license, and the test for driver’s licenses can be taken in several 
foreign languages.  As a result, you may have difficulty communicating with your driver.  He may also be totally 
unfamiliar with the County’s geography beyond those areas he drives to repeatedly.  It is suggested that you get a 
map of the County and familiarize yourself with at least the general route to your destination so that you can tell if the 
driver has mis-understood your destination and is not heading toward it.  I have found that I often have to give turn- 
by turn directions to my house when taking a cab from the airport. 
 

If you rent a car:  It is well worth it to take the “GPS” option if the car doesn’t automatically come with one. 

 

Parking:  Parking is available at no cost in most of the County.  The major exceptions are the Cities of Miami, Coral 

Gables and Miami Beach.  These cities rely on parking revenues for a major part of their income, so they enforce 
parking rules without pity.  Miami Beach is the harshest.  They will ticket you and tow your car immediately, and it will 
cost you several hundred dollars to get your car back. 
 
We hope this guide has been of some help for you in planning your trip.  If you have any comments or feel that it 
should include something else, please do not hesitate to contact us at Region43@ipa-usa.org and let us know how 
we can improve it for you.  You can also reach us at our website and/or Facebook pages at: www.ipa-
usa.org/region43 or http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/International-Police-Association-Region-
43/184360091582269 
 
 

We look forward to seeing you here in Miami-Dade.    Servo per Amikeco 
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