President’s Message,
By Michael Chamness 

February 2011

My first order of business is to extend a great debt  of gratitude to outgoing President, Geoff Getchman  for his 8 years of service to IPA Region 24.  With the  support of his wonderful wife  Cherie, Geoff has  served with endless enthusiasm to breathe life into  our organization.  Geoff will continue to serve  Region 24 as our representative to the National  Delegate Council.  I will make every effort to  continue Geoff’s work addressing those issues he  stated as he ended his 4th term as President, that  of dwindling finances and membership. 

I am looking forward to our Executive Board meeting on May 21rst.  Together with the Executive members I am confident we can draft realistic goals and corresponding paths to achieve them.  The most critical is marketing this organization to attract new and younger members.  We know the true value of membership in the IPA both socially and professionally.  Our challenge is to communicate that to potential new members.  We need to come up with a realistic strategy to reach out to the various law enforcement agencies and attract new membership.  We have the collective talent to do so.  We need to develop a plan and a realistic way to execute it.   Our meeting in May can be a first step toward this goal.  

I am very anxious to once again plant my feet on U.S. soil.  I have been blessed with a wonderful wife and daughter who tolerated and supported my Mission in Lebanon.  I can now get back to the work of being a full-time husband and father.  I am also very fortunate to have Mo as a partner and see us working as a team giving double the energy to Region 24.  My mission here in Lebanon ends on May 9th.  I will be kissing the ground as I walk off that plane at Sea-Tac.  Trust me, whatever warts there may be, there is no better place on this earth to call home than the good old United States of America.   

Please note:  The Executive Board meeting has been rescheduled to Saturday, May 21rst at the Chamness-Stich home on Bainbridge Island.   RSVP:   Mo Stich, 206-842-






