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Minutes-March 20, 2005 Membership Meeting

CALL TO ORDER:

The first meeting of 2005 was held at the Sheboygan Police Benevolent Association Bldg. in Sheboygan.  Members present:  Dave Voss, Kent Wilson and wife Dani, Jeff Johnston, Jan Reinfeldt, Joe Johnson, Tony Kolacz, Robert Roehl, and Mike Jerving.  President Dave Voss called the meeting to order at 5:20 p.m. with introductions of the members present.  A motion was made by Kent and approved by Mike to accept the minutes from the July 14, 2004 meeting. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT:

Jan reported that the Region has 49 members, 18 have renewed for 2005.  One new member has joined the organization, Salvatore Alioto, a Patrol Specialist with the Wauwatosa PD.  Salvatore lives in Eagle, WI.  

Jan made a motion, seconded by Dave, that our founding member Gene Matzke, be designated as an honorary member with his 2005 renewal fee to be paid by Region 56.  The motion carried unanimously.

Jan advised that Region 29, Sacramento, CA. is hosting a friendship week from September 24 – October 1, 2005.  Contact information is Jim Harris, Region VP at jctravel@jps.net.  The trip includes hotel, tours, transportation, breakfast and lunch daily, farewell dinner, RT airport transfers and 2 days, if you choose, with a local IPA member at their home.  Cost is $650 per person.

Jan advised that she would continue to do the newsletter but requests members 

e-mail her news articles about themselves; their families and IPA travel

adventures or other interesting travel.  Our members indicate they would like to read about fellow members and their travel.  Motion carried to accept secretary’s report.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Jeff reported that he has filed the Region’s tax statement with the National treasurer.  The National treasurer will file it as part of the their annual tax report.  The tax statement was available for review.  The current check book balance is $1,065.  The Region does not have a savings account.  Our only source of income at this time is through membership dues.   Motion carried to accept treasurer’s report.

ELECTIONS:

2005 elections were discussed.  All board positions are open for re-election.  President Dave Voss accepted nominations for all positions.  The nominations were as follows:

President: 


Leroy Beilke and Cliff Johnson

1st Vice President: 
Dave Voss

2nd Vice President: 
Kent Wilson

Treasurer:  

Jeff Johnston

Secretary:  


Joe Johnson

NDC Rep.  


Jan Reinfeldt

Dave made a motion that a unanimous ballot be cast for the positions with just one person running for office. The motion was seconded by Bob, motion carried and unanimously approved.  Ballots were then distributed for voting on the position of President.  The votes were cast, collected and counted by Kent and Jeff.  Leroy Beilke was selected as the new president.  All terms are for a 3-year period.  In Leroy’s absence, Dave concluded the rest of the business portion of the meeting.

NATIONAL DELEGATE CONERENCE;

The NDC will be held in Windsor, Canada from May 4-8, 2005.  The registration cost is $150 per person.  Hotel rooms are about $99 US.  Jan indicated that she would not be able to attend this year’s conference and Bob Roehl indicated an interest.  He advised he would get back to the Board with a decision.  There are 2 proposed bylaw changes for 2005.  The Region members discussed them and voted to approve them.  Our Region representative then casts the Region vote at the NDC.  If no one from our Region attends, a proxy can cast our vote.

The bylaw changes can be found on the IPA website.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Since there were members of our Region attending for the first time, outgoing President Dave Voss asked each member to indicate any traveling that they may have done recently, IPA related or otherwise.   

DAVE VOSS started by telling the group that he and his wife had spent a couple of weeks on a Caribbean Cruise over the Christmas Holidays.  They then spent some time in Florida with their 2 sons and made a stop in Nashville on the drive home.  They plan to take an Alaskan Cruise in August with the Amateur Radio Club and have another cruise planned for later in the fall.  Dave gave us a website for discounted cruise information.  The site is www.cruise-club.com.  

TONY KOLACZ just recently returned from Kosovo and wrote an excellent article for our last newsletter about his adventures there.  While there he had his Harley shipped over and toured much of Europe with a friend who had a Honda.  Tony was asked about the cycles and stated the HONDA had several mechanical mishaps!!! He went to areas of Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, Spain, France, and the Beaches of Normandy just to name a few. He will be leaving for Baghdad on April 1st. The group wished him the best.

JOE JOHNSON advised that he and his wife took an IPA related trip to Germany last summer.  Joe has written a wonderful article about this trip and it appears in its entirety in this newsletter edition.

ROBERT ROEHL indicates that his 6 grandchildren have been keeping him very busy and close to home. He hopes to do some traveling in the near future and is considering attending the NDC in Windsor, Canada.  He also told Tony he owns a HONDA!!  No breakdowns there!

KENT & DANI WILSON just returned from 2 weeks in South Korea.  Kent just retired about 6 weeks ago and they went to South Korea to see Dani’s son Shane who is stationed there.  They advised that they were amazed at contrasts in the ancient culture and the modern city of Soul.  When it came to food, Kent said he preferred the Outback and McDonalds!

MIKE JERVING is preparing for his family’s annual trip to Miami, Florida where they have a timeshare apartment. Mike is an avid golfer and spends most of his spare time enjoying the sport.  He plans to retire by this time next year.

JEFF & JAN JOHNSTON are leaving for Las Vegas next week.  They admit they have turned into Vegas junkies and try to get out there twice a year.  They are also very busy with traveling back and forth to their cabin in Washburn Co.

The entire group enjoyed hearing about everyone’s trips and future plans.  

NEXT MEETING:

It was decided that the next membership meeting would be held in May.  The incoming President and Board will decide the date, time, and location.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

TOURING GERMANY THE I.P.A. WAY

By: Joe Johnson

 International Police Association -Wisconsin Region #56


What started out as police insignia collector trading contacts in Germany’s State of Bavaria soon lead to a trip half way across the globe. I had been trading police insignia with fellow IPA members in Germany for about one year when I was contacted by phone on New Years Day 2004 by one of these trading contacts, Erich Abraham a member of the IPA chapter of Nurnberg, Germany. Erich called to wish my family and I, a Happy New Year and invite us to visit his country. Having spent six years of my youth in Nurnberg, Germany area it had been a goal of mine to get back over to Germany again. My wife was somewhat unsure if we could afford the trip but after being told by Erich that he would assist in setting up all needed accommodations and sight seeing trips in Nurnberg we began planning to take a vacation to Europe.


I thought to myself…why not take advantage of the IPA assistance I could get in Germany. I had the year before hosted a fellow IPA member from Kastl, Germany during a short stay in Green Bay and thought the experience was very rewarding. So I began by contacting our region secretary Jan Reinfeldt. Jan quickly sent me all the necessary forms to complete and send back to her so they could be forwarded to the Associate Secretary to Germany. I completed the forms and submitted them right away. While this was occurring we decided to make our visit in August. We continued contact by letters and emails with my friend, Erich Abraham and finalized plans for our four-day stay in Nurnberg. Erich helped with setting by housing arrangements, as well as a tour of the old medieval city of Nurnberg along with an IPA sponsored dinner in our behalf!


Growing up in Europe I knew it would be difficult to decide what exactly to see in nine days but my wife and I narrowed it down to, Nurnberg and its surrounding areas, Munich, and the Berchtesgaden area deep within the Bavarian Alps.


In June we were contacted by email by representatives of both the IPA –Munich and the IPA – Berchtesgaden about the assistance they could provide us. The Munich chapter President Wolfgang Moller, was able to set up boarding for us but due to the large amount of tourist requests they get annually and the time of year we were visiting they could not provide further assistance. To us any help was great and we took them up on the offer. We were soon notified that we had a room reserved in the guest rooms on the grounds of the German Bundesgrenschulz Headquarters (the Federal Border Guard Police) for a mere 9 euros per person (around $11.00 each!!!). The Berchtesgaden President Toni Hartenstein offered to provide us transportation, sight seeing and boarding at a nice local hotel, which houses many IPA visitors in the small town of Ainring.


So on August 15th, 2004 my wife and I left from the Green Bay airport with a final destination of Nurnberg Germany. After some minor mechanical problems with our plane to Minneapolis, Minnesota we were rerouted to Detroit, Michigan. From there we boarded a plane to Amsterdam the Netherlands where we arrived early Monday morning. We stayed briefly in Amsterdam and then boarded another flight to the airport in Nurnberg. After nearly 13 hours aboard one airliner or another we arrived in Germany.


After exiting the plane we collected our baggage and were greeted with in the airport terminal by my IPA friend, Erich Abraham. He was waiting with a huge smile to pick us up and take us to our hotel where we would stay our first night. He brought his car to the front of the terminal and away we went into the City of Nurnberg. On the way to the hotel Erich was nice enough to take my wife and I past one the houses I had lived in growing up. Then we fought traffic to get down to the hotel, which was located in the Altstadt (old city) within the old castle walls of the Nurnberg fortress. 


We were then given the afternoon to catch up on our sleep (since neither of us could sleep on the flight). Later in the evening we were picked up by Erich who had invited us to his home to meet his family and enjoy a traditional dinner with them. Another member of the Police Department, Gabrielle Marrix, who is a member of the department’s clerical staff who spoke very good English, joined us. We enjoyed the nice cool evening and the wonderful meal that was prepared for us. The dinner included traditional German foods: pork, potato dumplings, sauerkraut, and who could forget the beer. After dinner we went back to our hotel and prepared for the next day which the IPA – Nurnberg had many things planned.


The following morning we woke up early to enjoy and traditional German breakfast of bread, cheese, sliced meats and coffee. We packed our bags and a short time later through the use of our handy “Quick German” handbook checked out of the hotel.

Erich arrived right on time and off we went to begin our tour of the old city. We arrived a few minutes early and had time to see a few of the beautiful churches with in the cities walls. We then met up with our tour guide and a retired police officer and IPA member, Peter Baer. Peter spoke great English and was nice enough to take the day and help us on our sight seeing trip. We took a great tour of the city and saw many things, which other tour groups would have never seen. We were then met for lunch by the IPA – Nurnberg secretary, Bernd Wirth, and several other officers for a traditional Nurnberger Bratwurst lunch.


After lunch we proceeded to the train station where we purchased tickets to take a train up to the City of Wurzberg, which was about 1 hour north of Nurnberg to visit with another police officer that I had met through trading of police insignia. We then took the train north for the day to visit Axel Holzinger and his wife Ingrid. We were again meet with open arms and were shown the home and city of our new friends. We were served a lovely meal at their home after they took us into the city and showed us the large castle, which over looks the entire city. There were many vineyards in the area we were located which are very well known for its Franconian wines and later in the evening we went back into the city after dinner, where we all enjoyed a nice glass of wine in a small open church courtyard. With it nearing the end of another great day we soon found ourselves back on the train heading back to Nurnberg. We were met by Erich who took us then to our new lodging. We were brought to the home of Hildegard Wolfe, the widow of a retired police officer. She now opens up here house to IPA members from all over the world for a great rate. We were given first class service and our stay included breakfast each morning along with some IPA souvenirs, which are treasured greatly.


The following day we saw many sights around Nurnberg. We were able to visit the World War II – Nurnberg Documentation Center along with the former parade grounds of the former Nazi Party. It was learned through these tours that Nurnberg played a major role in the beginnings of Adolf Hitler and his Nazi Party.

After visiting the historical sites we continued the day with a visit to the Nurnberg Zoo. The zoo is famous across Europe and is a great way to get some great exercise. We walked around for almost three hours looking at many exotic and amazing animals.

Later that evening we were met by all the IPA friends and some of their family members along with the chapter President Thomas Schubert and the IPA Nurnberg web page manager, Volker Beyler. They all gathered in a local restaurant to have a nice traditional dinner in honor of our visit. The food and drinks were excellent but the newly formed friendships were unbelievable. After the great dinner we all walked a few blocks to the Nurnberg IPA meeting place. The location that is actually built into the old castle wall was unbelievable! It was three stories tall with a bar and outdoor setting on the top floor. Police items from all over the world were displayed. We enjoyed many conversations with the members who met us, and my wife and I were asked to sign the chapter’s guest book. After that we had an exchange of gifts. (After my hosting of an IPA member in August 2003, I knew to bring lots of gifts for our hosts!) I was given many IPA Nurnberg items as well as a personal gift of a great beer stein and some very old German police patches from my friend Erich. Erich and his wife also gave us some wonderful gifts showing the history of Nurnberg over its many years.

We concluded the night and headed back to the home of Hildegard Wolfe who had joined us for dinner. The next day Peter Ammon, another IPA member picked us up. Peter lives in a small town near Zirndorf. I had many memories of this area and was able to visit another one of my old homes and see the area I had grown up in along with seeing the massive changes that had taken place after the US military withdrew its troops from the area. Peter was gracious enough to show us the places I had once shopped at, attended school at and still had memories of to this day. We had time also to shop at a local fun park for the German made toy, “Playmobil”, where we got many nice toys for our children. We also had time to visit the local museum in Zirndorf, which covered the town’s colorful history. We then went to his home where we were able to meet his wonderful family. We were able to have dinner with them and sit around and talk with them. We discussed the many differences in everything from policing, the differences in our cities and towns as well as our children. We then went and saw a historical site, which was the site of a large battle between the Turkish and Swedish armies, many, many years ago. 

We then went back to the house of Hidegarde Wolfe and thought we would try our luck with the city bus and subway system. We were able to figure it out after a couple minor glitches and were able to get to the downtown area of Nurnberg for some final shopping and sight seeing. Due to some rain we were not able to get done all we would have like to do but nonetheless we enjoyed our great visit to Nurnberg. The next morning we said goodbye to Erich and took the train to Munich.


Upon our arrival to Munich we took a taxi cab to the Police Headquarters about 15 minutes north of the city center where we unpacked and got ready to walk downtown for sight seeing and shopping. A short time later we began our walking tour of Munich and due to my fine map reading skills we saw a lot more of the northern part than planned. After figuring out my map we continued the rest of the way by streetcar. We eventually arrived in the downtown area of Munich and began our tour of this great city. One day wasn’t even close to enough to see but a fraction of this great city. We did however get to see many beautiful churches, shops, and street performers and even enjoyed a great meal in a small café. Even though our German was broken and lacking at times the local people were more than willing to speak English and help us with our visit. I was able to meet and get my photograph with a German Polizei officer outside the Munich Police Department as well as photograph several different police vehicles.


Early on Saturday morning we got put and took a taxi cab back to the train station where we again took the train deep into the Bavarian Alps to the small town of Freilassing. We were met there by Toni Hartenstein, (President of the IPA – Berchtesgardner Land) and Wolf Doring also a member of the IPA. They drove us through the small town of Ainring where we were staying for our visit to the Alps. We then went for coffee and the best plum cake I’ve ever had at Toni’s house. Toni and his wife Hannalore opened up their home to us as if we had known them for years. After the dessert we went to the hotel where we unpacked and got settled. Once settled in the hotel we took a short trip over the old German/Austrian border into Salzburg, Austria. Here we had a short walking tour of this lovely city and even with the rain we saw a lot of the city and all it had to offer. We had another great traditional German meal with all the fixings and lots of beer to wash it down in a small German restaurant near the hotel. Wolf and his wife Christa, who both spoke great English and served as our translators, joined us again.


The following day we were up early to beat the holiday vacation groups and headed to Lake Koingsee and the Berchtesgaden National Forest. After a boat ride across the crystal clear lake we found our selves in the national forest among some unbelievable mountains. We took a brief hike through the mountains and then returned to the start of the tour where we proceeded to the Eagle’s Nest (Hitler’s personal tea house and meeting place).Here we had an unbelievable view of the Alps, and even the City of Salzburg in Austria. We then quickly went through the World War II Documentation Center at the base of the Eagle’s Nest Mountain. This location too was a very important area for Hitler and his Nazi party. From here we took a tour of the local salt mines with the help of Wolf and Christa Doring. We then finished the night with one last meal in Bavaria. The following morning we took the train to the Munich airport where we sadly left Germany and returned back to Wisconsin.


We made many friends who we are greatly indebted to and can never repay. We have remained in contact with them and sent them all Wisconsin cheese boxes for Christmas. We hope to travel again to Europe and enjoy more of the sights and history and hope to meet many more fellow IPA members in our future travels.
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Region 56 member, Joe Johnson with


German Police Car (Federal Police)

German IPA member Erich Abraham

in Nurnberg, Germany.
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